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School Production 2008

This year's production was
our biggest ever!

The show was a musical with a difference. It
followed the story of Bugsy Malone and his
romance with Blousey Brown. Unfortunately, they
lived in a city run by gangsters who tended to make
a quiet life difficult for normal folks!

The spurge shooting guns were amazing, there
were flying custard pies, the skill of the speakeasy
dancers was admirable and we were all astounded
by the singing gangsters.

Photos on back page...

It was certainly fun for all the family. What a
fantastic night out! Well done to everyone involved . . .
especially all the helpers back stage who gave up AUStrIan Skl Trl p Renort on back

their time. Great performances by all the - DTG
musicians, singers, dancers and actors in the cast,

in particular to Warren Berchie - Bugsy, Cerys . 3 ’
Weetch - Blousey and Ravi Amruth - Fat Sam. SChOOI PdeUCtIOﬂ = BUgSy Malone
Special thanks goes to Mr Julian White - Head of an outstanding sell out performance!

Drama and Head of The Arts Faculty. -, A . 4

Photo showing everyone from school on the

TANZANIA ‘08
St. Michael’s School +
Nower Hill High School
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ROMANS INVADE NOWER HILL !

On 7th March, over 70 year 9 pupils studying Latin had the
exciting experience of being visited by Gaius Allius, an optio
(deputy-centurion) in Legion XIIIl. Gaius Allius demonstrated
how his armour and weaponry made the Roman legionary the
most skilled and dangerous opponent one could face 2000 years
ago. Twelve brave volunteers (I use that term loosely) learnt to
march like real Roman recruits and respond to commands in

Latin.
Towards the end of the afternoon,
everyone was marched out on to the
field and the optio demonstrated his
skill with the Roman recurve bow.
There might no longer be any Celtic
warriors threatening the legions, but the
arrows thudding into the target
definitely worried the year 10
footballers nearby! Overall, it was a
fascinating  afternoon,  particularly
interesting to those pupils taking Latin
or Classical Civilisation at GCSE next
year. Photo is of Optio - Gaius Allius

Do you want to be a journalist?

Then we have just the job for you....
Ms Cooper in the Community Office has four
positions available as Editors of the Pinner

Cluster Extended Schools Newsletter. The
job will involve interviewing pupils and staff
who have participated in successful Extended
Schools activities; taking photos for the
newsletter; writing articles and other copy for
the newsletter, and arranging the layout of
the text and images for the newsletter.

The post is available to students of any year
group who have the skills (or the willingness
to learn them) and dedication needed to
complete this demanding but highly
rewarding job. It would also be a suitable
project for Citizenship GCSE coursework for
year 9. In return you will be given a detailed
letter of achievement and certificate for your
Progress File, which will ensure that you
stand out from the crowd in future college
and job interviews. This is a unique and
exciting opportunity to get your first
experience of journalism right here at school!
To find out more or to apply please see Ms
Cooper in the Community Office or Miss
Morgan in H11.

Our headteacher at No. 10

Mr Freed, our headteacher was one of
90 school leaders to be invited to
Downing Street last Thursday. He was
visiting Number 10 for his role in
supporting struggling schools, as a
National Leader of Education (NLE).

Prime Minister - Gordon Brown and
Secretary of State for Children Schools
and Families - Ed Balls, greeted the
NLEs, along with senior staff from the
National College for School Leadership
(NCSL). NCSL selected Nower Hill as
a National Support School in September
2007.

Classics Trip to Italy,

On 5th April, 34 pupils from
years 9 to 12 will be flying off L

to sunny ltaly to tour the {ﬂ
archaeological ~ wonders of — BEEVES Peters ;
Rome, Ostia and Pompeii. r:{\/aﬂggn Qlty_
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They will be accompanied by Miss Ryan, Miss Morgan and Ms
Wilkinson. In Rome, in addition to visiting the most famous sites
of the Roman Empire, including the Colosseum, the Forum and the
Pantheon, we will be visiting Vatican City, which is the smallest
country in the world and home to the Pope. We're planning to test
out whether we can really speak Latin there! For the second half of
our week away, we'll be based on the Bay of Naples. We plan to
visit the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum, which were destroyed
in the volcanic eruption of AD 79 and climb Mount Vesuvius itself
(we're told it's still dormant at the moment...!). We're also looking
forward to feasting on Italian food and enjoying the scenery before
flying home on 12th April for a rest!

Oxfam Unwrapped

Thanks to everybody for your support with the cake sale. We made £46.72
-a very pleasing sum in just 20 minutes. Proceeds are going towards buying clean
drinking water for a community in Africa.

The charity is CAFOD and its website is www.oxfamunwrapped.com
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TANZANIA '08
ST. MICHAEL’S SCcHOOL + NOWER HILL HIGH SCHOOL

WHO?

Ten students from Nower Hill's new 6" Form, seven students from Yr 13 and three from
Yr 12, accompanied by five members of staff will be travelling to meet pUpI|S and staff at
of K|IoIo in Tanzania

St. Michael’'s Anglican Secondary School in the V|I|a0

WHEN & WHERE?
31 JULY - 17™ AUGUST
We shall be flying overnight to Dar es
Salaam, the largest city in Tanzania and
then across country by coach to a small
town called Iringa. The final part of the
journey is a 35 km route along an
unmade dirt road to the village of Kilolo.

WHY?
The Archbishop of Tanzania, Donald Mtetemela, whose idea it was to start building St.
Michael’s school in the year 2000 has invited a group from Nower Hill to visit and help
strengthen the school partnership we have been developing for the last 3 years. We are
taking him up on his kind invitation with huge enthusiasm. Our teaching staff will
explore ways in which St. Michael's and Nower Hill might benefit from sharing our
different experiences, teaching styles and practices. We shall be liaising closely with
the school to see what resources we can take out with us. Our students will learn of the
daily struggle of people in Kilolo living a life of subsistence but they will also appreciate
how they take each day as it comes. We shall come away with first hand knowledge of
school life in a rural setting in a developing country having made firm friends with
everyone there.

WHO?
Our students will attend classes alongside St. Michael's pupils and join in with sports
and other extra curricular activities like football, netball and general P.E. Our teachers
will assist and teach classes and explore practical ways in which Nower Hill might
support St. Michael’s in future. We hope that everyone will have the opportunity to get
involved in the actual building work still continuing at St. Michael's and also share play
time with the younger children in Kilolo village itself.

THE PURPOSE OF OUR VISIT IS TO ENCOURAGE AND STRENGTHEN
THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO SCHOOLS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT US:

wilkinson.jane@nowerhill.harrow.sch.uk



MSN AND THE ART
OF CONVERSATION
Bags open, plug in, laptop on.
Time to work - well that’s the
plan, but if you get the chance,
just ask Hitler: plans don’t
always come to fruition.

| mean, Microsoft Word = two
minutes to load; MSN = thirty
seconds. It’s a no-brainer
(trust me, I’'m an expert on the
subject).

*Just sign in for five minutes,’
I tell myself. “Just see who’s
online; don’t talk to ANYONE
though”.

Ha, the connotation is
laughable as you begin six
pointless conversations:
‘Hey’

lHi!

‘U kool?’

‘Yh.Uu?’

thl

‘Gd gd’

Conversation ends.

And check it out, Microsoft
Word is up. Now it’s really
time to work. Then someone
you just have to talk with
comes online:

‘Hi’

‘Hey’

‘U ok?’

“Yhu?’

‘Yhi

‘Gdgd’

Then suddenly a ‘so wot u
doin?’ comes up. Yeah, this
conversation is really going
somewhere.

‘Nothing. U?’

‘Same.’

What a stimulating conversation.

By Raphel Headlam Yr 11

CHARITY WALK

Rugby Winners

Our Year 11 boys have succeeded in winning the Millfield

TRAMPOLINING COMPETITION RESULTS

Senior Girls 08-Team A 1% place, Team B 3" place in Team
competition, Alex Nolan 1% Individually. Back row — Alice
Humble, Janine Tucker, Kate Brady, Olivia Desborough,

Hilary Rodzik, Georgi Brooks. Front row — Jasmine Coster,
Grace Churchill, Alex Nolan, Chloe Shane, Jen Snell.

Development Academy of Youth Rugby’s Annual 7’s senior Boys 08-1% in Team competition, John 1% Individually.
Tournament. Our team of 15 boys are all basketball players, Aaron Simpson, Tom Peterson, John Carter, Owen Wyatt.
only three of which play rugby as well out of school. The Junior Team (below) — 2™ in Team event, Celeste 3"

Nower Hill team came first in the tournament beating Individually. Back row-Lianne Griffith, Rebecca Crawford,

Salvatorian B. Hatch End. Whitmore. Rooks Heath in the Manon T-Si, Anika Patel. Middle row-Siobhan Styles, Celeste
! ' ' Titeux, Amy Wentford. Front row—Katie Dines, Priya

Bhayani, Cassandre Bazell.

semi-finals and Salvatorian A in the final with a score of 24
— 0. Student Tom Muldoon plays rugby in a squad of 60 for
England U16’s and at the Saracens Academy. Myles Neary
plays for the London Irish, and Robert Joiner plays for
Ruislip rugby team. They won the tournament with a team
where most of the players have never played rugby before.
They are all obviously very talented young men and
congratulations go to them all for this amazing feat. Well

done to the team.

FAREWELL FROM MISS BIDDER

I would like to say a formal farewell to everyone at
Nower Hill. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 11 years here
and will miss the hard working pupils, supportive staff,
and the positive relationships | have developed with
parents. | now go on to face a new challenge in a senior
role at a school in South London. | would like to wish
everyone a safe and successful future. 1 Andrea Bidder.
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Two of Nower Hill’s school governors are taking
part in the St. Luke’s charity walk this year.

Diana La Rue has left a sponsorship form with
Lynda Whittington at school (and Russell Sutcliff
has a sponsor page on the web:- g
www.justgiving.com/russell_walkthisway), SO ,
they would welcome it if anyone would like to
sponsor one or both of them. St Luke’s is the local

through the annual walk. About 100 people will
be taking part this year and we will be doing the
Cumbria Way on the May Bank holiday
weekend (1st -5th May 2008). The walk is about
75 miles in total, over 5 days through boggy and
mountainous terrain, yet is the most beautiful and

picturesque part of the UK. It’s going to be quite v gGiahe Players all this week

tough overall although some days are easier than

others. The website gives more information about  Steel pans/percussion concertin D1

the Hospice and its work as well as more details
about the walk. www.stlukes-hospice.org

Please remember to use Gift Aid — charities still
receive an additional 28% from the government
on top of any donation.

T "
i e ot - DATFES
hospice providing palliative care for mainly

terminally ill patients as well as support for their ~ Year 11 Leavers Assembly
families. One of the ways it raises money is  Last day of term for pupils

Tuesday 1% April
Wednesday 2" April

INSET DAY - Term Ends
Classics Trip to ltaly Departs

Classics Trip to Haly Returns Saturda 12 Agpril ; 5
SUMMERTERM 2007  Torm Commences  Monday 21 April | 'V cn d0es itstop’

World Book Day

Junior Maths challenge Yr & (set 1)
Summer revision session

Yr 0 8ATs
Yr 9SATs
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SO MANY tOp p|aceS| l Everyone
worked really hard to perform on the days of competition.

Keep up the hard work to do as well, or even better, next year.
Miss Bidder

Well done all teams and individuals.

Science Corner

1) Why do self sealing
envelopes glow when they are
opened? Try it: some glow so
much you can see a purple light
in day time. To make sure, open
an envelope in the dark to see
the mini light show!

urs 2) Why does a grain of rice rise
and sink in lemonade? Give it a

Saturday LI 0, cooked rice works better.

Moncay SRS 3) I you stand between two

mirrors facing each other, can
you see infinity, yes or no and

Wednesday 30 April W%

Monday 28 April

01 May Answers with your form tutors
03 Wz after the Spring break...
Happy investigating.

Thursday

Tuesday to
Friday 09 May



Pi 1] 1] ¢ ( Nower Hill pupils performed:~
ek Festival oo,
2008 &% S uieian

Was held ot the Parish Church of St. John the Baptist
on Wednesday 26th & Thursday 27th March

These were two great evenings show casing
‘The Arts’, and all proceeds went to

Khwendo Kor Medical Services supporting
education in child birth and childcare in Pakistan.
Thank you to all those involved.

Year 11 Ball - 2008

The very elegantly dressed young ladies and
gentlemen danced from early evening until

late. The yr 11 Ball on 14" February was a great success as usual,
with all the hard work of the staff and students at rehearsals paying off
splendidly. The predominate colour for dresses was shown with all the
different blues including some stunning peacock blues, sky blues,
turquoises, and royal blues that delightfully brightened up the school hall.
Many thanks go again to Eddie Edwards band, without whom it would not
be possible to enjoy all the traditional dances such as the conga, the jive,
all the reels and waltzes, even the much loved, good old ‘hokey cokey’.

Y9 Parents/Carers Questionnaire

I am pleased to report the following from the questionnaire completed at
the recent Y9 Parents’ Evenings (100 returns were received).

90% of parents told us that their children have been very well
prepared for the “options process’ in relation to KS4 subjects.

A similar percentage believe that their children are making good
progress. Again, 90% are pleased with the quality of teaching.
However, only around 70% responded that they believe their
children have received good guidance on a healthy lifestyle — we
will need to do some work on communicating better with parents
all the excellent things we do in school in relation to this.

Thank you for those of you who take the time and trouble to complete our
questionnaires. Your feedback is always important to us.

May | take this opportunity of wishing you an

enjoyable break in the forthcoming holiday fortnight.
Howard Freed Headteacher

Ski Trip 2008 Report

The school ski trip went to Austria over February half term. 40 students
and 4 members of staff travelled to Austria, Zell am See, staying in the
Haus Brunhilde in Fusch. In addition to skiing during the day, the group
took part in a Tyrolean evening, Austrian skittles, a quiz night, and a last-
night disco in the evening.

“All of the pupils bonded excellently and some extremely funny moments
occurred both on and off-piste. Overall the trip was immensely superb.
Every pupil from complete beginner to advanced learnt a lot of different
skills on the slopes. The instructors at Astons was really helpful and a
huge laugh and they helped to make the trip so much more enjoyable”
Martin Dawkins and Alice Humble, Year 11.
“All credit to the Ski Astons team who worked well with the students and
arranged all the activities in the evening. The students too were great,
arriving at their meeting points on time and putting in an excellent team
effort across the board. Particular credit to those who helped students who
fell over during their ski lessons back on their feet again, this was really
nice to see. Additional thanks to Miss Bidder for her medical expertise
and leadership, and also Mr Warren and Miss Brown for giving up their
holiday to come away with the school. Your help was much appreciated.”
Miss Rhodes, ski trip coordinator.

Doreen Taylor

Doreen, otherwise known as DMT or Mrs T died last weekend at the
age of 85. She worked at Nower Hill (formerly Headstone Secondary
School) from 1950-1987. She was a Senior Teacher, Head of PE and
School Counsellor. She had a huge interest in the Arts and ran a dance
festival for years involving our feeder schools. Doreen worked until she
was 65 as her husband was very unwell and she anticipated she would
need to pay for additional care for him. Unfortunately, Dennis died in
the January that she was due to retire in the summer. She was still
teaching netball at a private school at the age of 75. She was also invited
to open The Gristwood Centre in 1995. Those of us who knew her were
privileged to be party to her wisdom and good humour.




