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To read the full White Paper go to
www.dcsf.gov.uk/21stcenturyschoolssystem

School is changing - in new and
exciting ways that will affect
everyone, whatever year your child
is in. This booklet explains what'’s
happening, why it’s happening,
and when you can expect to see

a difference in your child’s school.




Every parent wants their child to

go to a great school, and every child
deserves a great education. Making
sure this happens for everyone is the
overriding aim of our White Paper.

The impressive progress made by our
schools over the last decade means we
can now set such an ambitious goal
and really expect to meet it: many
more young people now leave primary
school secure in the basics, achieve
good quali cations in secondary school
and stay on in education and training,
compared to 12 years ago. Without
these strong foundations we wouldn’t
be able to take the next important step.

Every child and family is, of course,
di erent, but when questioned in
surveys parents are really consistent
in what they say is important to them
about a school. They repeatedly

say they want their children to be
happy and safe, able to learn in an
orderly environment, with a rm but
fair head teacher who won't put up
with bullying, who maintains clear
boundaries for behaviour and who
sets high expectations for every
single child.

Parents are clear it is vital their
children get a good grounding in the
basics at primary school and a wide
choice of courses and quali cations at
secondary school. They want there
to be something on o er to them

that sparks their interest and helps
develop their talents, whether their
strengths are practical or academic
or both, including the chance to do
an Apprenticeship. They also want
schools to equip their children for
tomorrow, not yesterday, giving them
the up-to-date skills and knowledge for
success in a rapidly changing world.



If children’s learning stalls or if they face a barrier
such as dyslexia parents say it is crucial that
schools give children the extra support they need
fast, before they fall behind and lose heart.

That's why at the centre of all our proposals
there’s a new guarantee for each child and parent
about what they can expect from school; this

is based on the things which children and their
parents tell us matter the most.




Our guarantee to parents is that every child will go
to a school that has high aspirations for them and
that fulfils these conditions, so their children get the
opportunity to do the best they possibly can.

The Parent Guarantee will also make sure schools
work with mothers, fathers and other carers as full

partners in their child’s learning and development.

To make all of this a reality we are putting new
measures in place to bring all schools up to the
standards in those schools that are leading the
way. For example, we will encourage all schools
to work together and with other services for
children and young people, to help all their pupils
to do well. We will also maximise the positive

contribution of the highest performing schools
and other education institutions by encouraging
more federations and formal partnerships and
enabling them to run more than one school
through Accredited Groups of Schools. We will
expect all Local Authorities to use Accredited
Group Providers to support underperforming
schools to achieve their full potential.

Our guarantee to parents will also provide:

The opportunities, information and support
parents need to exercise school choice with and
on behalf of their children —

Parents can already have confidence that the
Admissions Code means there’s a fair process
for allocating school places.

m Now we will make sure they also get an
information pack on every school in which
they are interested. This will include a new
School Report Card that shows how well the
school is doing. A prospectus of the school’s
policies will form part of the contents and,
among other things, this will explain how
the school expects children to behave, so
everyone knows where they stand, right
from the start.




m Parents will be asked for their views about
their child’s school and these will appear
on the School Report Card, to help inform
other parents.

Parents’ views about the quality of schools
across their area will now have to be taken
into account by local authorities when
they are planning the overall availability
of schools locally.

A Home School Agreement outlining parents’

rights and responsibilities for their child’s
schooling -

Schools are already expected to have a Home
School Agreement.

m Now the new Parent Guarantee will
make sure every parent is clear what their
responsibilities are, especially over their
child’s behaviour.

Schools will be able to enforce the new
Home School Agreement if children are
disruptive and parents are not fulfilling
their responsibilities.




Access to extended services through school,
including support and advice about parenting
if they want it -

Schools are already expected to act as a link
to expert professionals if parents need extra
help.

m The new Parent Guarantee will also
make sure parents can take advantage
of a wider range of ‘extended services’

through school by 2010, including
information and advice on parenting,
childcare, and opportunities to develop
their own learning and to learn as a family
with their children.
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The quality of education children receive depends
hugely on good teachers, so to raise the quality
and status of teachers beyond its already high
standard we will gradually introduce a new
‘licence to teach’, linked to giving them the right
to additional development and training. This
already happens in some other professions, like
medicine, and we think education is so important
it should apply to teachers too. We want to apply
this first to people who are returning to teaching
after being away for some time, and to supply
teachers.

Many children will need extra support at some
point during their school careers, for example

because there’s a problem with their health, so
we will encourage more of these other services

to move onto school sites to make them easier

for children and families to reach. We are also
acting to develop more youth facilities attached to
schools, to help young people make good use of
their leisure time.

We said in our Children’s Plan that we want this
country to be the best place in the world to grow
up in, and we know that means we need a school
system that offers a great start in life for every
child, not just for some. We believe the radical and
ambitious steps described here will enable us to
get there.
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